"MAXIMS OF WAIL^                         629                      !|'

y
whether there are such maxims.    " It would be difficult to                     ';<]

say what these rules are or in what eode they are embodied,"                    ,'!,

says a distinguished soldier, the author of one of the best of                    I

existing books on military science.    The answer is, that these                    11

maxims are found in this very author's work, and in the his-                    I;

tory of every ea.ptain whose campaigns or battles he uses as
illustrations. u Don't manojuvro so as to be obliged to form
front to a ilauk," might stand for a good maxim of this au-

S^

thor's. u It is dangerous to turn an equal adversary with one
wing, unless you refuse or protect the other," is a crisp re-
wording by him of a maxim we owe to Kpammondas. u Never
do what the enemy wishes you to do," which is given as one
of Napoleon's maxims, but which is as old as Xcnnphon,
probably older, may stand as another* Referring to phrases
similar to the one which stands at the head of tins pa.ra.gra.ph,
u Such criticisms have only very vague ideas for their founda-
tion/1 says this author* Too many soldiers of repute,, from
Napoleon down, whose ideas arc usually credited with being
far from vague, have nsed the phrase, u maxims of war "" to
make it worth while to discard it. It has a settled meaning
like many aphorisms of the Common Law, It or any other
axiom or proverb may he vaguely used. But if to employ
the plmine u to violate the maxims of war " argute opacity of
thought, we must condemn many admirable critics, beginning
with Jommi. We may call these rules or maxims by any
other name, or hide them In the ablest or clearest exposi-
tion, Kiich guiding principles there are and always muni be*
Napoleon enunciated a few which arc not inapt* Frederick
did this like. Alexander and Hannibal and (Vnar showed
what they were in their warn. The "Commentaries** gJva UH
as many excellent maxims an the u AwthuMis," and Ouosundcr
fairly bristles with inaxims* War has been likened to a game
of chance; strategy to the Mumble-rigger1** skill in.
